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Sponsored by Ben Lindsey 

Whereas, an out-of-state grocery chain called New Seasons Market is expanding its operations to the 

Puget Sound Region, including a planned store in Ballard and presents itself as a socially 

responsible natural foods company, on par with Seattle’s community-owned cooperative 

grocers and local family-operated grocery stores, but  in fact, New Seasons Market is majority-

owned by private equity investors through Endeavour Capital, a firm with more than $2 billion 

under management;[i] and 

Whereas, one of the investors in the Endeavour Capital funds which own New Seasons Market is the 
Vancouver-based Murdock Charitable Trust,i an organization which has contributed millions of 
dollars to organizations that actively undermine Northwest values of mutual respect, 
inclusiveness and tolerance; ii and 

Whereas, the Murdock Charitable Trust has contributed $975,000 to the anti-LGBTQ hate group, 
Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF);iii and 

Whereas, the Southern Poverty Law Center recently designated the Murdock-funded ADF a hate group 
due to its role in supporting the criminalization of homosexuality in several countries and 
because it has “regularly demonized LGBT people, falsely linking them to pedophilia, calling 
them ‘evil’ and a threat to children and society…”;iv  and  

Whereas, the ADF provided the model legislation used by numerous states to enact anti-trans 
“bathroom bills” similar to Initiative 1552, which now threatens to repeal critical protections for 
transgender Washingtonians; v and 

Whereas, the Murdock Charitable Trust has contributed $350,000 to Focus on the Family, an 
organization that has promoted gay conversion therapy,vi argued that “homosexuality is 
preventable and treatable,”vii and spent $91,000 to defeat civil unions in Washington State; viii 
and 

Whereas, the Murdock Charitable Trust has contributed more than $300,000 to each of two private 
Christian colleges in Oregon that openly discriminate against LGBTQ students; ix and 

Whereas, the Murdock Charitable Trust has contributed to the Portland Fellowship, an organization that 
tries to turn gay people straight with gay conversion therapy;x and 

Whereas, Murdock Charitable Trust, has contributed over $1.3 million to so-called “crisis pregnancy 
centers” across the Pacific Northwest,xi which NARAL Pro-Choice America says pose as health 
clinics while providing women with false medical information to dissuade them from having 
abortions; xii and 

Whereas, the Murdock Charitable Trust contributed $240,000 to the Freedom Foundation in 2015, an 
organization whose staff have explicitly stated that their work is intended to undermine 
Democratic candidates by defunding public sector unions; xiii and 

Whereas, staff of the Murdock -funded Freedom Foundation have publicly opposed the Supreme Court 
ruling that legalized same-sex marriage arguing that it is a “threat to personal freedom”;xiv and 



Whereas, the Murdock-funded hate group Alliance Defending Freedom has provided fellowship funding 
to employees and staff of the Murdock-funded Freedom Foundation;xv and 

Whereas, the expansion of New Seasons Market into our community would help to generate profits for 
the Murdock Charitable Trust, which could use those profits to further support anti-LGBTQ, anti-
women and anti-worker organizations; and 

Whereas, Endeavour Capital is also an investor in Metropolitan Market, a locally-managed grocery chain 
whose workers benefit from the protections and benefits offered by a collective bargaining 
agreement; and  

Whereas Endeavour Capital has apparently opted to expand New Seasons Market into Seattle, rather 
than invest in the growth of Metropolitan Market, a well-liked and locally-managed grocery 
chain; and 

Whereas, our community has a wide variety of grocery shopping options at stores where hard-won 
collective bargaining agreements provide workers with decent wages, affordable quality health 
care, retirement security and a voice on the job; therefore be it  

Resolved, that the 36th District Democrats opposes the entry of New Seasons Market into our Puget 
Sound communities while one of the company’s investors continues to fund extremist anti-
LGBTQ, anti-women and anti-worker groups; and be it further 

Resolved that the 36th District Democrats pledges to support local grocery workers’ in their effort to 
defend the economic gains and workplace rights that have been won through the collective 
bargaining process; and be it further 

Resolved that the 36th District Democrats will provide copies of this resolution to New Seasons Market 
management, Endeavour Capital, our elected officials, and Centercal, the developer of the 
Ballard New Seasons site; and be it further 

Resolved that the 36th District Democrats will publish this resolution on its website and in other online 
and print publications, as appropriate. 
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