
 RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP
Sponsored by Becky Castilleja

 Declaring the 36th District Democrats’ Opposition to the Proposed TPP

WHEREAS, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) was negotiated for five years, in secret, between the United States and 11 Pacific Rim nations; and

WHEREAS, the text was created with advice from at least 600 corporations, which will benefit greatly from its rules; and yet the TPP text was not made available to the public until late 2015; and

WHEREAS, the President expects Congress to approve the TPP under "Fast Track" procedural rules, which forbid Congress from amending it and which require an up-or-down vote within 90 days of the President’s notice to Congress of his intent to sign the TPP; and

WHEREAS, NAFTA and other past trade agreements have had a detrimental impact on jobs, wages, and the environment; and

WHEREAS, the TPP could have direct undesirable consequences for our state, its people, its businesses and its environment; and

WHEREAS, the TPP makes no mention of climate change and includes provisions that will threaten our ability to fight climate change; and
WHEREAS, the TPP is legally binding, while agreements negotiated at the United Nations Climate Talks in Paris (COP 21) are not binding, thus setting up barriers to addressing urgent climate and sustainability concerns; and

WHEREAS, the TPP would increase climate-disrupting emissions by shifting US manufacturing overseas to countries with lower environmental standards;

WHEREAS, the Investment Chapter of the TPP would allow foreign corporations to sue the U.S. in private trade tribunals for damages, from taxpayer funds, over any law or regulation which they believe would harm their profits, including climate change laws, and therefore, this Investment Chapter potentially robs our state of needed protections for our people, local businesses and environment; and

WHEREAS, this same Investment Chapter of the TPP reduces the risk and offers incentives to corporations that off-shore jobs to low-wage countries; and

WHEREAS, the state of Washington would have no right or ability to represent our interests before the private trade tribunals which would hear cases brought by corporations under the Investment Chapter of the TPP; and

WHEREAS, the private trade tribunals are not required to follow US law, and their rulings cannot be appealed; and

WHEREAS the TPP includes weak labor and environmental protections and no reliable enforcement mechanism;

WHEREAS, TPP financial rules would weaken or prevent regulation of risky financial products such as "interest rate swaps," would ban capital controls, and would prohibit laws requiring the separation of commercial and investment banking as was required by the “Glass-Steagall Act” of 1932, but repealed in 1999, thereby threatening the financial stability of our government and, more broadly, the stability of our overall economy; and

WHEREAS, U.S., state and local food safety rules could be challenged by foreign corporations as "illegal trade barriers" if they are held to be at a higher standard than standards in the TPP, thus threatening the health of our residents; and

WHEREAS, the TPP would provide large pharmaceutical firms with new rights and powers to increase medicine prices and limit access to cheaper generic drugs, which would impact our residents; and

WHEREAS, the TPP threatens "Buy American" and "Buy Local" requirements aimed at enhancing our local economy, creating local jobs, and promoting a just transition to a green economy; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 36th District Democrats declare their opposition to the TPP because of its potential to negatively affect the state of Washington’s ability to protect our environment, and to act in the best interests of our residents, our work force, and our businesses.
WHEREAS, the 36th District Democrats advocate the creation of a transparent and inclusive trade negotiation procedure that will move us toward balanced and responsible fair trade which puts maximizing the welfare of the people and the planet over maximizing corporate profits.
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 36th LD Democratic Party forward copies of this resolution to:  Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell, Congressman Jim McDermott

