
Proposed Amendments to the 36th Bylaws 
 
Amending Article XIII, Section 4(a)(1): 
The proposed amendment would reduce the required threshold for all endorsements from 2/3 
to 55%, regardless of whether the Executive Board made recommendation.  (Any Executive 
Board recommendation would still be the first motion considered for a particular race.) 
 
Amending Article XIII, Section 5: 
The proposed amendment would require a 2/3 vote for any revocation of an existing 
endorsement. 
 
ARTICLE XIII – ENDORSEMENT PROCEDURE  
 

Section 1. At any District meeting at which endorsements have been given as an 
item for the Agenda, the membership may endorse candidates for elective office, 
and any ballot measure.  
 
Section 2. Only self-identified Democrats may be endorsed by the membership, 
except candidates for judicial positions.  

 

Section 3. The Executive Board may make recommendations to the membership 
for endorsements, based on a two-thirds vote of the Executive Board officers 
present and voting. Any such recommendation shall be considered prior to any 
other motions to endorse.  
 

a. The Executive Board may adopt by a two-thirds vote an Endorsement 
Recommendation Policy consistent with these bylaws that establishes 
requirements that candidates and ballot measure representatives must 
follow to be considered for the Executive Board’s recommendation (e.g. 
participate in an endorsement interview, submit the KCDCC questionnaire, 
etc.)  If adopted, the Policy is binding unless suspended by a three-fourths 
vote of the Executive Board during the meeting at which an endorsement 
recommendation would be considered.  Any such Policy does not affect 
motions to endorse by the membership.  The Policy expires after the 
election for which candidates were considered for endorsement. 

 
b.  When the Executive Board considers or votes on an endorsement 
recommendation concerning a particular office or ballot proposition, 
financially interested officers of the Executive Board must recuse himself 
or herself from such vote. For purposes of this subsection, the term 
"financially interested officers" includes only persons who are or expect to 
be:  

 
 (1)  A candidate for the particular office concerned.  

 



(2)  A campaign manager or any other employee of such candidate 
or the candidate's campaign committee.  
 
(3)  A campaign consultant or any other person compensated by 
such candidate or the candidate's committee.  
 
(4)  A campaign manager or employee of, or consultant or other 
person compensated by, a committee for or against the particular 
ballot proposition. 
 

Section 4.  
 

a. Primary elections.  
 

(1) Endorsements shall require a majority vote of 55% of the 
members present and voting to sustain an Executive Board 
recommendation. An endorsement motion from the floor shall 
require a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting. 
More than one candidate for the same office may be endorsed.  
 
Endorsements prior to the close of the candidate filing period shall 
be very rare and shall require both an Executive Board 
recommendation and a 75 per cent vote of the members present 
and voting. 
 
(2) A motion to endorse an additional candidate or candidates is not 
in order following passage of an endorsement motion.  
 

b. General Elections.  
 

(1) A candidate who was endorsed by the District in the primary 
election shall be the endorsee of the District in the General 
Election, except as provided in Section 4(b)(2).  
 
(2) A candidate for office on the General Election ballot who was 
not previously endorsed may be endorsed as a co-endorsee if that 
candidate receives a two-thirds vote of the Executive Board 
recommending a dual General Election endorsement, and a 75 per 
cent vote of the membership.  
 
If no candidate endorsed by the District advances to the General 
Election ballot, the endorsement of a candidate for the General 
Election shall follow the procedures and requirements of Section 
4a(1 and 2).  

 



Section 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this article also apply to revocation of 
endorsements, except that a revocation requires 2/3 of members present 
and voting.  Abstentions shall not count in any endorsement voting.  
 
Section 6. Any nominations made by a 36th district nominating convention held 
under the rules of the Washington State Democratic Party shall not affect the 36th 
District Democrats endorsement process. 
 
Section 7. The 36th District literature distribution system may be used only for 
endorsed candidates or ballot measures.  

 


